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Ever considered running for public office? 
If  you have an interest in civic leadership and would like to be a part of the process of making important decisions that impact 

the quality of life we enjoy in Independence, then 2017 just might 

be your opportunity to get involved. 

   In November, two of the three seats on the Independence City 

Commission - those held by Mayor Fred Meier and Leonhard   

Caflisch - will be up for election. Both Meier and Caflisch are    

eligible for re-election, if they choose to run, but additional        

candidates will be on the ballot as well. 

   ñThe pay is lousy, the hours are sometimes long and you have to 

have thick skin,ò joked Mayor Meier. ñBut, for me, the reward of 

serving as a city commissioner is knowing I am giving back to my 

community and contributing to something bigger than myself - 

helping to shape the future of Independence for generations to 

come.ò 

   There is a process and a few rules to abide in throwing your hat 

into the ring, explained former Independence City Clerk Jen 

Rutledge.  

   First of all, the City will officially certify to the County on May 1 

that the two seats are available. Interested parties must file their 

candidacy at the Montgomery County Clerkôs office in the       

Courthouse by June 1. Candidates must reside within the        

Independence city limits and must be at least 18 years of age. A 

$20 fee is required at the time of filing.  

  If seven or more candidates file, a primary election will be      

conducted on August 1. The top four vote-getters will then       

advance to the general election November 7. (If  fewer than seven 

candidates file, then all names will be presented only on the     

November ballot.) 

   The two candidates receiving the most votes in the general  

election will be named to the City Commission. The top vote-getter 

will be assigned a four-year term, while the candidate with the 

second-highest number of votes will take on a two-year term. The 

new terms will begin in January 2018. 

   Once elected, commissioners must take an oath of office vowing 

to act in accordance with city, state and federal laws, including 

what are known as ñSunshineò laws which govern their ability to 

fraternize with one another and restrict discussion of City business 

outside of an organized,  public meeting setting. Also, Meier noted, 

a  certain degree of discretion and decorum is  naturally expected 

of high-profile city officials. 

   And as for the pay  Meier referenced, it is indeed ñlousy;ò  no  

financial remuneration is  provided  in return for service.  
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March 3 
First Friday 
7:30 a.m. - Civic Center 
Community update co-hosted by the  
City and Independence Chamber. 
Sponsor: Derailed Commodity 

March 4 
Recycling Collection Day 
8 a.m.-12 noon 
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple 
 
 

March 7 & 23   
City Commission Meetings 
5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/ 
Memorial Hall 
Open to the community. 
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¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ CƛǊŜκ
9a{ /ƘƛŜŦ {Ƙŀǿƴ ²ŀƭƭƛǎΦ 

ά9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊǎǘ 
ŘŀȅǎΣέ   
²ŀƭƭƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ  

ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ǿƘŜƴ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 
ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘπ
ƳŜƴǘΦέ 

! ƭƻƴƎǝƳŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ    
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ   
²ŀƭƭƛǎ ŎŀƳŜ άōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ Ǌƻƻǘǎέ ǘƻ      
ŀǎǎǳƳŜ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 
ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ 
ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ CƛǊŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ 
²ŀƭƭƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ  -  ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀŎŜǎΦ 

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŬǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣέ ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ      
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ CƛǊŜκ9a{ 
ŎǊŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ-ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΣ ǇŀǊŀƳŜŘƛŎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ǇŀǘƘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊπ

ǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŀƳ      
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ŬŜƭŘ ƛǎ ŬǊŜπ
ŬƎƘǝƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ  ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ōŜŀǊǎ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ    
ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŬǊǎǘ   
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎ ŀǎ ŎƘƛŜŦΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ 
ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ    
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ Ƙƛǎκ
ƘŜǊ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŬǊŜΣέ   
²ŀƭƭƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

hǘƘŜǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǝŜǎΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǿƛƭƭ  
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǝƴƎ ŬǊŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎΣ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΤ ŬǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ 
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎΤ ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ   ƛƴǎǇŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
ŦƻǊ ǘŀƭƭ ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴπ
ǘŀƭ ŬǊŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΤ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƳπ
Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘΣ  ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŬǊŜ  
ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ 
ŎƘƛŜŦ wǳǎǘȅ .ŀƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŬǊŜ ŘƻƎ      
wŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ 

άL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƻũŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣέ 
²ŀƭƭƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ 

ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǿŜΩǊŜ 
ǘŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ƭƻƻƪǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΦέ 

/haLbD Iha9 ¢h I9[t 
a!Y9 ! 5LCC9w9b/9           
Chw Lb59t9b59b/9 

bŜǿ /ƛǘȅ /ƭŜǊƪκ5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ 
aƛƪŜ .ƻǊƻǾŜǘȊ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΦ Iƛǎ 
ŘǳǝŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ     
ŀŎŎƻǳƴǝƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƴƎ ŀƭƭ     
ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ 
IŜ ƛǎ    
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛπ
ōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀπ
ǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ   
ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 
ōǳŘƎŜǘΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǊŎƘƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ /ƛǘȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ 

 !ƴ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƴŀǝǾŜ ŀƴŘ         
ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ƻŦ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛπ
ǘȅΣ .ƻǊƻǾŜǘȊ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ      
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŀǘŎƻ 
¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ tƛǧǎōǳǊƎ 
ŀƴŘ /wa hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎΣ LƴŎΦΣ ƛƴ        
/ƘŜǊǊȅǾŀƭŜΦ 

ά.ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ  
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ L 
ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ           
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ                
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦέ  

/ƛǘȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ƴŜǿ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪǎ  



 

Your cooperation is much      

appreciated in helping keep 

sidewalks and curb ramps    

clear and open for safe                    

access by our pedestrians. 
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March 22 
óStorm Fury on the Plainsô 
6:30 - Memorial Hall-Veterans Room 
Severe weather education offered by 
MG County Emergency Prepared-
ness & the National Weather Service. 

April 1 
Recycling Collection Day 
8 a.m.-12 noon 
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple 
Accepting car/light truck tires this 
day. No rims. Max. 7 per drop-off. 

April 7 
First Friday 
7:30 a.m. - Civic Center 
Community Update 
Sponsor: Romans Motor Co./ 
Romans Outdoor Power 

 

   Independenceôs best new tradition is making a     

comeback in 2017 and promises to be bigger, better and 

happier than its debut last year. 

   Saturday, April 29, will officially be designated ñLOVE  

Independenceò day, a day when all citizens are          

encouraged to spread cheer and good will through     

random acts of kindness for friends, neighbors, loved 

ones and organizations. 

   ñThe response to LOVE Independence Day in 2016 

was nothing short of phenomenal,ò said Lisa Wilson, 

CEO of the Independence Chamber of Commerce, the 

organization championing the initiative. ñBut knowing our 

community the way I do, I have no doubt we can top last 

year and generate even more love, kindness and good 

vibes all over town.ò 

   Wilson emphasized that acts of kindness donôt need to 

be expensive or elaborate to have a positive impact. For 

ideas and inspiration, visit the Chamberôs website at 

www.indkschamber.org. 

 /ƛǝȊŜƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƻǊƪ  
ǘƻ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ 
   CƛƊŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ /ƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

¢ǊŜŀƴƻǊκI[ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ 

ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ         

!  ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ          

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ   
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/ƘǳŎƪ DƻŀŘΣ 5Ŝŀƴ IŀȅǎŜΣ !ŎŜ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ [ƻǊƛ YŜƭƭŜȅΣ 


