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Ever considered running for public office?
If

you have an interest in civic leadership and would like to be a
part of the process of making important decisions that impact
the quality of life we enjoy in Independence, then 2017 just might
be your opportunity to get involved.
In November, two of the three seats on the Independence City
Commission - those held by Mayor Fred Meier and Leonhard
Caflisch - will be up for election. Both Meier and Caflisch are
eligible for re-election, if they choose to run, but additional
candidates will be on the ballot as well.
“The pay is lousy, the hours are sometimes long and you have to
have thick skin,” joked Mayor Meier. “But, for me, the reward of
serving as a city commissioner is knowing I am giving back to my
community and contributing to something bigger than myself helping to shape the future of Independence for generations to
come.”
There is a process and a few rules to abide in throwing your hat
into the ring, explained former Independence City Clerk Jen
Rutledge.
First of all, the City will officially certify to the County on May 1
that the two seats are available. Interested parties must file their
candidacy at the Montgomery County Clerk’s office in the
Courthouse by June 1. Candidates must reside within the

Independence city limits and must be at least 18 years of age. A
$20 fee is required at the time of filing.
If seven or more candidates file, a primary election will be
conducted on August 1. The top four vote-getters will then
advance to the general election November 7. (If fewer than seven
candidates file, then all names will be presented only on the
November ballot.)
The two candidates receiving the most votes in the general
election will be named to the City Commission. The top vote-getter
will be assigned a four-year term, while the candidate with the
second-highest number of votes will take on a two-year term. The
new terms will begin in January 2018.
Once elected, commissioners must take an oath of office vowing
to act in accordance with city, state and federal laws, including
what are known as “Sunshine” laws which govern their ability to
fraternize with one another and restrict discussion of City business
outside of an organized, public meeting setting. Also, Meier noted,
a certain degree of discretion and decorum is naturally expected
of high-profile city officials.
And as for the pay Meier referenced, it is indeed “lousy;” no
financial remuneration is provided in return for service.
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City welcomes new leaders to the ranks
BUILDING A DEPARTMENT
THE COMMUNITY CAN LOOK
UP TO AND RESPECT
That’s the end game for new Fire/
EMS Chief Shawn Wallis.
“Emergency responders are called
to
help
people on
their worst
days,”
Wallis said.
“We want
to help
when
someone’s
in need,
and we want to have a great department.”
A longtime veteran of emergency
services in Montgomery County,
Wallis came “back to his roots” to
assume his new role with the City
last month.
Having previously
served more than 20 years in the
Independence Fire Department,
Wallis was extremely familiar with
the work - not so much with the
faces.
“We have a lot of young firefighters
in the department,” he noted,
explaining that while Fire/EMS
crews are cross-trained, paramedics
and others on a medical career path
have more requirements and oppor-

tunities for ongoing professional
training. In the case of team
members whose chosen field is firefighting, the local department bears
more of the responsibility for
training, which is one of his first
priorities as chief.
“We will start with the basics and be
sure everything is covered and
everyone clearly understands his/
her role at the scene of a fire,”
Wallis said.
Other early priorities, he said, will
include conducting fire inspections
for schools, colleges, nursing homes
and other facilities; fire readiness
planning with industries and major
employers; enhancing inspections
for tall grass and other environmental fire hazards; and, of course,
maintaining a solid program of community outreach,
including fire
safety education programs with the
continued involvement of retired
chief Rusty Baker and fire dog
Remington.
“I love the community outreach
work, and it’s an important part of
what we offer in the department,”
Wallis said.
“We want to do the job we’re
tasked to do. I want us to have a
department that the community
looks up to and can respect.”

COMING HOME TO HELP
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
FOR INDEPENDENCE
New City Clerk/Director of Finance
Mike Borovetz is now on the job. His
duties include administrative and
accounting work and directing all
financial
functions
of the city.
He
is
responsible
for
preparation of the
annual
budget,
the issuing of business licenses and
archiving all official City records.
An Independence native and
graduate of Pittsburg State University, Borovetz has worked as an
independent financial consultant
and in finance roles with Watco
Transportation Services in Pittsburg
and CRM Operating, Inc., in
Cherryvale.
“Being part of the Independence
community for much of my life, I
know it will be a rewarding
opportunity to return and help
make a difference in the
performance of the City for all that
reside in and visit Independence.”

March 3

March 4

March 7 & 23

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community update co-hosted by the
City and Independence Chamber.
Sponsor: Derailed Commodity

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

First Friday

Recycling Collection Day
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Independence’s best new tradition is making a
comeback in 2017 and promises to be bigger, better and
happier than its debut last year.
Saturday, April 29, will officially be designated “LOVE
Independence” day, a day when all citizens are
encouraged to spread cheer and good will through
random acts of kindness for friends, neighbors, loved
ones and organizations.
“The response to LOVE Independence Day in 2016
was nothing short of phenomenal,” said Lisa Wilson,
CEO of the Independence Chamber of Commerce, the
organization championing the initiative. “But knowing our
community the way I do, I have no doubt we can top last
year and generate even more love, kindness and good
vibes all over town.”
Wilson emphasized that acts of kindness don’t need to
be expensive or elaborate to have a positive impact. For
ideas and inspiration, visit the Chamber’s website at
www.indkschamber.org.

Citizen committee begins work
to evaluate City Hall solutions

Your cooperation is much
appreciated in helping keep
sidewalks and curb ramps
clear and open for safe
access by our pedestrians.

Fifteen community stakeholders have been selected
by the Independence City Commission to work with the
Treanor/HL consulting group over the next couple of
months in the process to determine the best future
solutions for the City’s many infrastructure needs.
A diverse group representing various community
interests, committee members include:

Rusty Arnold, Jean Barnett, Ken Brown, Val DeFever,
Chuck Goad, Dean Hayse, Ace Johnson, Lori Kelley,

March 22

April 1

April 7

6:30 - Memorial Hall-Veterans Room
Severe weather education offered by
MG County Emergency Preparedness & the National Weather Service.

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple
Accepting car/light truck tires this
day. No rims. Max. 7 per drop-off.

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community Update
Sponsor: Romans Motor Co./
Romans Outdoor Power

‘Storm Fury on the Plains’

Recycling Collection Day
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by the numbers

The number of ride
tickets sold at
Riverside Park in 2016.

6

The year the City of Independence assumed ownership
of Mount Hope Cemetery. More than 21,000 individuals
are buried in the 86-acre cemetery.

Number of years our zoo staff has
supported the ICC Vet Tech program.
In 2016, the 18 participating vet tech
students sheared llamas and assisted with daily zoo
activities to gain valuable animal care experience.

Rummage sale permits
issued by the City in 2016

175,442

371

The number of
gallons of aviation
fuel sold at the
Independence Municipal Airport in 2016,
generating $420,909.76 in revenue.

April 8

“Opening Day at the Park”
11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Riverside Park & Zoo

Approximately 30 burial spaces are sold each year, at an
average cost of $300, and many plots have been sold
and are reserved for years in advance, leaving approximately 1,117 available spaces. Did you know unneeded
spaces that have been pre-purchased can actually be
“sold back” to the City?
In 2016, there were 116 burials; 38 cremations; 56
stones placed; and 50 stones were re-leveled.
The stone mausoleum buildings located on Oak Street
contain cremation niches, many dating back several
decades, and are essentially full to capacity. These
buildings are secured throughout the year, with the
exception of Memorial Day, when they are unlocked for
visitors.

April 13 & 27

April 15

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/
Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

3 p.m. - Riverside Park
Sponsor: Rotary Club.
For children ages 0-9.

City Commission
Meetings
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Community
Easter Egg Hunt

by the numbers
The total number of visits to the
www.independenceks.gov website in
2016.
The most visited page was the
Riverside Park & Zoo page, with 7,537
visits, followed by the online payments
page, with 3,204 visits.
Did you know you can use the
website to sign up for information
updates delivered directly to your
email inbox or mobile phone?
Visit the site and select the “Notify
Me” button. Complete the requested
information to receive notifications
when there are new emergency alerts,
bid or job postings, calendar items and
city commission agendas to view.

The number of gallons of waste water treated in 2016
The number of cats and dogs sheltered at
AWOL (Animals With Our Love) in 2016. This
included 322 dogs and 208 cats. Thankfully,
137 pets were reclaimed by their owners; 289 were adopted;
and 426 were spayed or neutered with the help of AWOL’s
low-cost program. Unfortunately, a total of 104 animals were
euthanized during the year. To learn more about AWOL’s
animals, services and ways to support, call (620) 331-7931.

April 29

May 5

A day to express friendship to our
neighbors through random acts of
kindness.

7:30 a.m. - Civic Center
Community Update
Sponsor: Independence
Family Medicine

LOVE Independence Day

First Friday
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Home sewer repairs can drain your budget.
This City grant program could offer relief.

D

id you know there is a City grant program in place to
assist homeowners with the cost of sewer repair?

inspection by the City Building Inspector upon completion
of the work. Projects which may qualify for assistance
include those related to storm and sanitary sump pumps;
area drains for driveways, patios, basement entries, etc.;
downspouts; cleanout work; and sewer service lines.

The grant is designed as a “cost-sharing” program and
was established in 2003 to help citizens take responsibility
for their personal sewer lines. For property owners who
receive City water service and meet certain income qualifiIn 2016, the City assisted 11 property owners with sewer
cations, the City will pay 100% of the costs, up to $2,000.
projects, and $20,000 has been budgeted for the program
Property owners who do not qualify within the income
in 2017.
guidelines can receive assistance at 50% of the project cost,
More information and applications for assistance are
up to $1,000.
available online at www.independenceks.gov or by calling
Additional requirements of the grant program include an the City Clerk’s office at 620-332-2500.

Calendar...
May 6

May 11 & 25

8 a.m.-12 noon
City Sanitation Yard, 21st & Maple

5:30 p.m. - Veterans Room/Memorial Hall
Open to the community.

Recycling Collection Day

City Commission Meetings
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Independence Primary Care

DIRECTORY

SERVICES

CRMC MEDICAL GROUP

LABETTE HEALTH

Primary Care-Pediatrics-OB/GYN-Women’s Health-Lab Draw
122 W. Myrtle, Independence, KS 67301

www.labettehealth.com/clinics-independence

Independence Clinic/Express Care

620-577-4062 / www.crmcinc.com

Primary Care - Walk-in Clinic
209 E. Laurel, Independence, KS 67301

8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday
Primary Care - Kathryn Cornell, APRN
OB/GYN - Dr. Daniel Chappell
Women’s Health - Nancy Barkley, APRN

620-577-4310
8 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon-Fri; 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday
Chelsea Bradfield, APRN, NP-C;
Darin Hamlin, APRN, NP-C,
Dawn McCaffery, APRN, NP-C;

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER
OF SOUTHEAST KANSAS

Independence Specialty Clinic

Primary Care, open to the community
Located at Four County Mental Health
3751 W. Main, Independence, KS 67301

209 N. 6th, Independence, KS 67301

620-577-4123
8 a.m.-12 noon/1 p.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday
Family Practice - Dr. Caitlyn Nguyen, MD
General Surgery - Dr. Michael Bolt
Urology - Dr. V.S. Pai

620-577-2131 / www.chcsek.org
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon, Tues, Thurs; 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wed

JANE PHILLIPS INDEPENDENCE
IMAGING CENTER & REGIONAL
MEDICAL LABORATORY (RML)
MRI, CT, X-ray, Bone Density, Ultrasound, Lab
219 N. 14th, Independence, KS 67301
620-332-3226/www.stjohnhealthsystem.com/jane-phillips
Imaging: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Lab: 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Women’s Health - Children’s Physicals - Immunizations
STD Testing - Lead Testing - Family Planning
Teen Pregnancy Program - Maternal & Infant Program
217 E. Myrtle, Independence, KS 67301 (Judicial Ctr. basement)

620-331-4300
8:30 a.m.-12 noon; 1 p.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday

WILSON MEDICAL CENTER
INDEPENDENCE FAMILY MEDICINE
Primary Care
1415 N. Penn, Independence, KS 67301

Internal Medicine/Pediatrics
584 Peter Pan Road
Dr. Ben Legler
Dr. Melissa McIntosh

ST. JOHN CLINIC
Primary Care - Women’s Health - Cardiology - General Surgery
Lab - X-ray - Pharmacy - Specialty Clinics - Convenient Care
800 W. Laurel, Independence, KS 67301

620-332-3280 / www.stjohnhealthsystem.com
Clinic - 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Lab - 7 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
Convenient Care - 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Saturday
Primary Care - Dr. J. Michael Carver; Dr. Charles Empson;
Amanda Stice, APRN; Jodi Oder, APRN;
Women’s Health/OB/Pediatrics - Chelsea Vargas, APRN
Specialty Clinics - Dr. Gary Dykstra, Cardiology
Dr. Ted Auschwitz, General Surgery
Convenient Care - Emily Bolinger, APRN; Kala Hillery, APRN

620-331-2400 /
www.independencefamilymedicine.org
7 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon/Friday
8 a.m.-7 p.m. Tuesday
7 a.m.-7 p.m. Wednesday
8 a.m.-5 p.m. Thursday
Mardie Long, APRN ; Johnathan Rodriquez, APRN
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City of Independence
811 W. Laurel
Independence, KS 67301
EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

MICT/FFI (Paramedic):
$618.80 per 56-hour work
week; benefits.
Patrol Officer I: Full-time.
$15.40/hour; benefits.

Park & Zoo Guest Services
Coordinator: Full-time.
$11.05/hour; benefits.
Ride Operators/Ticket Sellers:
Seasonal. $9/hour; must be
18.
Applications are accepted at:
Kansas Works, 317 N. Penn
620-332-5904
www.southeastkansasworks.com
www.kansasworks.com

35 YEARS
BARB BEURSKENS
Park & Zoo Director

25 YEARS
BRENDA WEAVER
Deputy City Clerk

10 YEARS
CURTIS WILSON
Sanitation Department

10 YEARS
JASON REDDY
Sergeant-PD

25 YEARS
LYLE BALDWIN
PSW III

10 YEARS
MARCUS HAMILTON
Fire Department

25 YEARS
RUSTY BAKER
Fire/EMS Chief

5 YEARS
MELISSA ADEY
Dispatcher-PD

20 YEARS
JIM BENNETT
Cemetery Sexton

5 YEARS
KEVIN HENRY
Water Treatment Plant

15 YEARS
JIM BRICKENS
Street Department

5 YEARS
ERIC SANDON
Police Officer I

